
Group:_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Analyzing Primary Sources: 
Working in small groups assign at least one person to take notes on each primary source that you investigate 
and analyze.  It is ok if you cannot figure out all of the answers to each question for each primary source, do 
your best and we will share our findings in a class discussion. 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We think this primary source is:_____________________________________________________________ 
 

What kind of document is it (letter, ad, newspaper, etc)? 
How do you know/think this? 

Read through the document more carefully.  Record any 
unusual or key words or phrases that you think could be 
helpful. 

What questions do you still have about this primary 
source? 

Are there any pictures or symbols in the document?  If so, 
what are they of and how do you think they’re related? 

Is there a date or an author mentioned?  If so what/who 
are they? 

Where do you think this document was created?  Why do 
you think that? 

How confident are you with your group’s guess? (circle 
one) 
 
 
1            2            3            4            5            6            7            8            9            10 
 
Not Confident        100% Confident 



Group:___________________________________________________________________________ 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We think this primary source is:_____________________________________________________________ 
 

What kind of document is it (letter, ad, newspaper, etc)? 
How do you know/think this? 

Read through the document more carefully.  Record any 
unusual or key words or phrases that you think could be 
helpful. 

What questions do you still have about this primary 
source? 

Are there any pictures or symbols in the document?  If so, 
what are they of and how do you think they’re related? 

Is there a date or an author mentioned?  If so what/who 
are they? 

Where do you think this document was created?  Why do 
you think that? 

How confident are you with your group’s guess? (circle 
one) 
 

 
1            2            3            4            5            6            7            8            9            10 
 
Not Confident        100% Confident 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C 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We think this primary source is:_____________________________________________________________ 
 

What kind of document is it (letter, ad, newspaper, etc)? 
How do you know/think this? 

Read through the document more carefully.  Record any 
unusual or key words or phrases that you think could be 
helpful. 

What questions do you still have about this primary 
source? 

Are there any numbers in this primary source?  If so, what 
do you think they mean? 

Who do you think would find this primary source useful, 
why? 

Where do you think this document was created?  Why do 
you think that? 

How confident are you with your group’s guess? (circle 
one) 
 

 
1            2            3            4            5            6            7            8            9            10 
 
Not Confident        100% Confident 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We think this primary source is:_____________________________________________________________ 
 
 

What kind of document is it (letter, ad, newspaper, etc)? 
How do you know/think this? 

Read through the document more carefully.  Record any 
unusual or key words or phrases that you think could be 
helpful. 

What questions do you still have about this primary 
source? 

Are there any images in this primary source?  If so, what 
do you think they mean? 

Are there any symbols?  If so, what are they? 

Where do you think this document was created?  Why do 
you think that? 

How confident are you with your group’s guess? (circle 
one) 
 

 
1            2            3            4            5            6            7            8            9            10 
 
Not Confident        100% Confident 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E 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We think this primary source is:_____________________________________________________________ 
 
 

What kind of document is it (letter, ad, newspaper, etc)? 
How do you know/think this? 

Read through the document more carefully.  Record any 
unusual or key words or phrases that you think could be 
helpful. 

What questions do you still have about this primary 
source? 

Are there any images in this primary source?  If so, what 
do you think they mean? 

Are there any symbols?  If so, what are they? 

Where do you think this document was created?  Why do 
you think that? 

How confident are you with your group’s guess? (circle 
one) 
 

 
1            2            3            4            5            6            7            8            9            10 
 
Not Confident        100% Confident 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We think this primary source is:_____________________________________________________________ 
 

Are there any people in the photograph?  If so, describe 
them (age, gender, ethnicity, economic status, etc). 

Describe any objects (besides the people) that appear in 
the photograph. 

What questions do you still have about this primary 
source? 

Describe any activities or actions going on in the 
photograph. 

Why do you think these people are in a picture together?  
How do you think they’re related? 

Describe the type of clothing being worn by the people in 
the photograph. 

Where do you think this photograph was created?  Why do 
you think that? 

How confident are you with your group’s guess? (circle 
one) 
 

 
1            2            3            4            5            6            7            8            9            10 
 
Not Confident        100% Confident 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We think this primary source is:____________________________________________________________ 
 
 

What kind of document is it (letter, ad, newspaper, etc)? 
How do you know/think this? 

Read through the document more carefully.  Record any 
unusual or key words or phrases that you think could be 
helpful. 

What questions do you still have about this primary 
source? 

Are there any numbers in the document?  If so, what do 
you think their purpose is? 

Are there any symbols in this source?  If so, what are they 
and what do you think they mean? 

Where do you think this source was created?  Why do you 
think that? 

How confident are you with your group’s guess? (circle 
one) 
 

 
1            2            3            4            5            6            7            8            9            10 
 
Not Confident        100% Confident 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SOURCE H 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We think this primary source is:___________________________________________________________ 

Are there any buildings in the photograph, is so describe 
them with details. 

Describe any objects (besides the buildings) that appear in 
the photograph. 

What questions do you still have about this primary 
source? 

Describe the land or landforms (mountains, rivers, etc.) 
that you see in the photograph. 

What time of year or time of day do you think this source 
was created?  Why do you think this? 

Where do you think this source was created?  Why do you 
think that? 

How confident are you with your group’s guess? (circle 
one) 
 

 
1            2            3            4            5            6            7            8            9            10 
 
Not Confident        100% Confident 


