TEACHING AMERICAN HISTORY PROJECT
Lesson Title – NAFTA
From Shelley Manning
Grade – 11th
Length of class period – 84 minutes one class period
Inquiry – (What essential question are students answering, what problem are they
solving, or what decision are they making?)
What role does the NAFTA treaty play in globalization and has it impacted the
American economy?
Objectives (What content and skills do you expect students to learn from this lesson?)
1. Students will be able to understand and define the term globalization.
2. Students will explain the advantages and disadvantages of economic globalization through
the NAFTA treaty.

Materials (What primary sources or local resources are the basis for this lesson?) –
(please attach)
• Copy of NAFTA Preamble
http://www.sice.oas.org/Trade/NAFTA/PREAMBLE.ASP
• Pro/Con Chart
• World Map
http://geology.com/world/world-map.shtml
• World Atlas
• NAFTA charts
http://www.epi.org/publications/entry/issuebriefs_ib119/
Activities (What will you and your students do during the lesson to promote learning?)
The teacher will present an overview on the concept of globalization. This lecture will
include defining and providing examples of globalization. Students will also be asked to
examine one personal item (in their purse, backpack or on their person) and determine
where the item was made. The teacher will then list on the board all the countries
represented from this analysis and lead a discussion on why so many items are made in
other parts of the world. Students will then label on a map where the items in the class
analysis of products were made. The teacher will ask students to list (in their notebooks)
the positive and negative consequences of this. The teacher will then introduce the
NAFTA treaty. Students will read the Preamble to the NAFTA treaty. The teacher will then
lead a class discussion on the pros and cons of the treaty. Students will take notes on the
Pro/Con sheet while the teacher creates the pro/con chart on the board. Students will work in
partners to analyze the NAFTA Charts and use information from the charts to fill in the
NAFTA PRO/CON Chart. Students will then write an answer to the following question
(located on the NAFTA PRO/CON Chart: What role does the NAFTA treaty play in

globalization and has it impacted the American economy? Students will then discuss

their answers with the class and closure will be obtained using a “whip” activity where
each student will discuss one point they learned in class that day.

How will you assess what student learned during this lesson? Students will be graded on
their NAFTA PRO/CON Chart worksheet.
Connecticut Framework–
• Trace the changing role of American participation and influence in world affairs
(e.g., trade, United Nations, NATO, globalization).
• Explain the changing nature of the American economy (e.g., agrarian,
manufacturing, service, rise of unions).
• Explain the significance of globalization on the world’s nations and societies
(e.g., cross-border migrations, economic trade, and cultural exchange).

Name: __________________________________
NAFTA PRO/CON Chart
Pro

Con

Answer the following question using a minimum of three specific examples from the
chart above: What role does the NAFTA treaty play in globalization and has it
impacted the American economy?

North American Free Trade Agreement
PREAMBLE
The Government of Canada, the Government of the United Mexican States and the Government of the
United States of America, resolved to:
STRENGTHEN the special bonds of friendship and cooperation among their nations;
CONTRIBUTE to the harmonious development and expansion of world trade and provide a catalyst to
broader international cooperation;
CREATE an expanded and secure market for the goods and services produced in their territories;
REDUCE distortions to trade;
ESTABLISH clear and mutually advantageous rules governing their trade;
ENSURE a predictable commercial framework for business planning and investment;
BUILD on their respective rights and obligations under the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade and
other multilateral and bilateral instruments of cooperation;
ENHANCE the competitiveness of their firms in global markets;
FOSTER creativity and innovation, and promote trade in goods and services that are the subject of
intellectual property rights;
CREATE new employment opportunities and improve working conditions and living standards in their
respective territories;
UNDERTAKE each of the preceding in a manner consistent with environmental protection and conservation;
PRESERVE their flexibility to safeguard the public welfare;
PROMOTE sustainable development;
STRENGTHEN the development and enforcement of environmental laws and regulations; and
PROTECT, enhance and enforce basic workers' rights;
HAVE AGREED as follows:

Taken from: http://www.sice.oas.org/Trade/NAFTA/PREAMBLE.ASP

Taken from: http://geology.com/world/world-map.shtml

