TEACHING AMERICAN HISTORY PROJECT

Lesson Title -Three Early American Documents: Constitutions Or Not?
From Bill Powers
Grade – 11
length of class period – Two - three 48 minute classes
Inquiry – (What essential question are students answering, what problem are they
solving, or what decision are they making?)
How does a document qualify as a written constitution? Given three early American
documents to compare, do any qualify as the first written constitution?
Objectives (What content and skills do you expect students to learn from this lesson?)
Given copies of original text of three early American documents to analyze and
compare,students will compose a table of similarities and differences complete
with criteria for comparison.
Students will interpret the Pilgrim Code of Law.
Students will interpret the Fundamental Laws of New Haven.
Students will interpret the Fundamental Orders of Connecticut.

Materials (What primary sources or local resources are the basis for this lesson?) –
(please attach)
Pilgrim Code of Law http://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/index.asp?document=2254
Fundamental Laws of New Haven - http://avalon.law.yale.edu/17th_century/ct01.asp
Fundamental Orders of Connecticut - http://avalon.law.yale.edu/17th_century/order.asp
Activities (What will you and your students do during the lesson to promote learning?)
Students will read and analyze the three documents.
Students will determine criteria to be used for comparison in small groups.
Students will construct a chart to compare and contrast features of the three documents.
Students will write an opinion which will determine whether any of the three documents
should qualify as a written constitution and/or should not qualify as a written
constitution.(with justifications)
Students will write an opinion with justification about whether any should qualify as the
first American constitution.
How will you assess what student learned during this lesson?
Review student charts for criteria and comparisons.

Review written opinions.
Review written opinions about documents qualifying as the first American constitution.

Connecticut Framework Performance Standards –
Explain the purpose, structures and functions of government at the local, state, national,
and international levels.
Interpret information from a variety of primary and secondary sources.

Pilgrim Code of Law
November 15, 1636
Whereas, at his Majesty's court held the fourth and fifth of October in the twelfth year of
the reign of our sovereign lord Charles, by the grace of God, King of England, Scotland,
France, and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, etc., it was ordered that Major William
Brewster, Major Ralph Smith, Major John Done, and John Jenny for the town of
Plymouth, Jonathan Brewster and Christopher Wadsworth for Duxborough, and James
Cudworth and Anthony Annable for Scittuate should be added to the governor and
assistants as committees for the whole body of this of this commonweal, should meet
together the 15th of November at Plymouth, abovementioned, and there to peruse all the
laws, orders, and constitutions of the plantations within this government that so those that
are still fitting might be established, those that time has made unnecessary might be
rejected, and others that were wanting might be prepared that so the next court they might
be established.
Now being assembled according to the said order, and having read the combination made
at Cape Cod the 11th of November 1620 in the year of the reign of our late sovereign lord
King James of England, France, Ireland, the eighteenth, and of Scotland the fifty-fourth,
as also our letters patents confirmed by the honorable council, his said Majesty
established and granted the 13th of January 1629 in the fifth year of the reign of our
sovereign lord King Charles, and finding that, as freeborn subjects of the state of
England, we hither came endowed with all and singular the privileges belonging to such,
in the first place we think good that it be established for an act that, according to the …
and due privileges of the subject aforesaid, no imposition, law, or ordinance be made or
imposed upon us by ourselves or others at present or to come but such as shall be made or
imposed upon us by consent, according to the free liberties of the state and kingdom of
England and no otherwise.
That whereas, before expressed, we find a solemn and binding combination as also letters
patent derivatory from his Majesty of England, our dread sovereign, for the ordering of a
body politic within the several limits of this patent, viz., from Cawhasset to the utmost
bounds of Puckanokick westward, and all that tract of land southward to the southern
ocean, with all and singular lands, rivers, havens, waters, creeks, ports, fishing, fowlings,
etc., by virtue whereof we ordain, institute, and appoint the first Tuesday in March every
year for the election of such officers as shall be thought meet for the guilding and
government of this corporation.
This is altered afterwards to the first Tuesday in June yearly by a general court.
That at the day and time appointed a governor and seven assistants be chosen to rule and
govern the said plantations within the said limits for one whole year and no more; and

this election to be made only by the freemen according to the former custom. And that
then also constables for each part and other inferior officers be also chosen.
That in every election some one of the assistants, or some other sufficient person, be
chosen treasurer for the year present, whose place it shall be to receive in whatsoever sum
or sums shall appertain to the royalty of the place, either coming in by way of fine,
amercement, or otherwise, and shall improve the same for the public benefit of this
corporation by order of the government; as also to give a just account thereof to the
ensuing treasurer and to the governor whenever he shall demand it, or the court when
they appoint.
That a clerk of the court also be chosen for the year.
That also one be chosen to the office of coroner to be executed as near as may be to the
laws and practice of the kingdom of England, and to continue one year.
THE OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
The office of the governor for the time being consists in the execution of such laws and
ordinances as are or shall be made and established for the good of this corporation
according to the several bounds and limits thereof; viz., in calling together or advising
with the assistants or council of the said corporation upon such material occasions, or so
seeming to him, as time shall bring forth; in which assembly, and all other, the governor
or propound causes, and go before the assistants in the examination of particulars, and to
propound such sentence as shall be determined. Further, it shall be lawful for him to
arrest and committ to ward any offenders provided that with all convenient speed he shall
bring the cause to hearing either of the assisstants or general court according to the nature
of the offense. Also, it shall be lawful for him to examine any suspicious persons for evil
against the colony, as also to intercept or oppose such as he conceives may tend to the
overthrow of the same. And that this office continue one whole year and no more without
renewing by election.
THE OATH OF THE GOVERNOR
You shall swear to be truly loyal; also, according to that measure of wisdom,
understanding, and discerning given unto you faithfully, equally, and indifferently,
without respect of persons, to administer justice in all cases coming before you as the
governor of New Plymouth. You shall, in like manner, faithfully, duly, and truly execute
the laws and ordinances of the same, and shall labor to advance and further the good of
the colonies and plantations within the limits thereof to the utmost of your power and
oppose any thing that shall seem to hinder the same. So help you God, who is the God of
truth and punisher of falsehood.
THE OATH OF A FREEMAN

You shall be loyal. You shall not speak or do, devise or advise anything or things, act or
acts, directly or indirectly, by land or water, or does, shall, or may tend to the destruction
or overthrow of his present plantation, colony, or corporation of New Plymouth, neither
shall you suffer the same to be spoken or done, but shall hinder, oppose, and discover the
same to the governor and assistants of the said colony for the time being, or some one of
them. You shall faithfully submit to such good and wholesome laws and ordinances as
either are or shall be made for the ordering and government of the same, and shall
endeavor to advance the growth and good of the several plantations within the limits of
this corporation by all due means and courses. All which you promise and swear by the
name of the great God of heaven and earth, simply, truly, and faithfully to perform as you
hope for help from God, who is the God of truth and punisher or falsehood.
THE OFFICE OF AN ASSISTANT
The office of an assistant for the time being consists in appearing at the governor's
summons, and in giving his best advice both in public court and private council with the
governor for the good of the colonies within the limits of this government; nto to
disclose, but keep secret, such things as concern the public good and shall be thought
meet to be concealed by the governor and council of assistants in having a special hand in
the examination of public offenders and in contriving the affairs of the colony; to have a
voice in the censuring of such offenders as shall not be brought to public court; that if the
governor has occasion to be absent from the colony for a short time, by the governor,
with consent of the rest of the assistants, he may be deputed to govern in the absence of
the governor. Also, it shall be lawful for him to examine and commit to ward where any
occasion arises where the governor is absent, provided the person be brought to further
hearing with all convenient speed before the governor or the rest of the assistants.
THE OATH OF THE ASSISTANTS
You shall all swear to be truly loyal to our sovereign lord King Charles, his heirs and
successors. Also, you shall faithfully, truly, and justly, according to that measure of
discerning and discretion God has given you, be assistant to the governor for his present
year for the execution of justice in all cases and towards all persons coming before you
without partiality, according to the nature of the office of an assistant read to you.
Moreover, you shall diligently, duly, and truly see that the laws and ordinances of this
corporation be faithfully executed; and shall labor to advance the good of the several
plantations within the limits thereof and oppose anything that shall hinder the same by all
due means and courses. So help you God, who is the God of truth and punisher of
falsehood.
THE OATH OF ANY RESIDING WITHIN THE GOVERNMENT
You shall be truly loyal to our sovereign lord King Charles, his heirs and successors. And
whereas you make choice at present to reside within the government of New Plymouth,
you shall not do, or cause to be done, any act or acts, directly or indirectly, by land or
water, that shall or may tend to the destruction or overthrow of the whole or any of the

several colonies within the said government that are or shall be orderly erected and
established, but shall, contrariwise, hinder, oppose, and discover such intents and purpose
as tend thereunto to the governor for the time being, or some one of the assistants with all
convenient speed. You shall also submit to and obey such good and wholesome laws,
ordinances, and officers as are or shall be established within the several limits thereof. So
help you God, who is the God of truth and punisher of falsehood.
THE OATH OF A CONSTABLE
You shall swear to be truly loyal to our sovereign lord King Charles, his heirs and
successors, which you shall faithfully serve in the office of a constable in the ward of …
for this present year according to that measure of wisdom understanding and discretion
God has given you. In which time you shall diligently see that his Majesty's peace
commanded be not broke, but shall carry the person or persons offending before the
governor of this corporation, or some one of his assistants, and there attend the hearing of
the case and such order as shall be given you. You shall apprehend all suspicious persons
and bring them before the said governor, or someone of his assistants, as aforesaid. You
shall duly and truly serve such warrants and give such summons as shall be directed to
you from the governor or assistants before mentioned and shall labour to advance the
peace and happiness of this corporation and oppose any thing that shall seem to annoy the
same, by all due means and courses. So help you God, who is the God of truth and
punishment of falsehood.
That the annual election of officers before expressed be at a general court held in his
Majesty's name of England. And that the governor in due season, by warrant directed to
the several constables in his Majesty's name aforesaid, give warning to the freemen to
make their appearance; and that all other our courts, warrants, summons, or commands by
way of justice be all done, directed to the several constables in his Majesty's name
aforesaid, give warning to the freemen to make their appearance; and that all other our
courts, warrants, summons, or commands by way of justice be all done, directed and
made in the name of his Majesty of England aforesaid, our dread sovereign.
And for default in case of appearance at the election before mentioned, without due
excuse, each delinquent to be amerced in three shillings sterling.
That if at any time any shall be elected to the office of governor and will not hold
according to the election that then he be amerced in twenty pounds sterling fine.
That if any elected to the office of assistant refuse to hold according to election that then
he be amerced in ten pounds sterling fine.
That in case one and the same person should be elected governor a second year, having
held the place the foregoing year, it should be lawful for him to refuse without
amercement unless they can prevail with him by entreaty.

That the government, viz., the general courts and courts of assistants, be held at
Plymouth, and that the governor hold his dwelling there for the present year, except such
inferior courts as for some matters shall be allowed by this court in other places of this
government.
It is enacted that no presentment hereafter shall be exhibited to the grand inquest to be
brought to the bench except it be done upon oath, and that it shall be lawful for any of the
assistants to administer an oath in such case.
That the constable see the highways for man and beast be made and kept in convenient
repair, and therefore be also appointed surveyor for the liberty he is chosen. That two
surveyors in every constablerick be chosen each year to see that the highways be mended
competently. And if it hall out that a way be wanting upon due complaint, that then the
governor panel a jury and upon oath charge them to lay out such way as in conscience
they find most beneficial for the commonweal and as little prejudice as may be to the
particular.
That the laws and ordinances of the colony and for the government of the same be made
only by the freemen of the corporation and no other; provided, that in such rates and
taations as are or shall be laid upon the whole they be without partiality so as the freemen
be not spared for his freedom, but the levy be equal. And in case any man finds himself
aggrieved that his complaint may be heard and redressed if there be due cause.
That an oath of allegiance to the King and fidelity to the government and the several
colonies therein be taken of every person that shall live within or under the same.
That all trials, whether capital or between man and man, be tried by juries according to
the precedents of the law of England, as near as may be.
That the governor and two assistants, at the least, shall, as occasion shall be offered in
time convenient, determine in such trivial cases, viz., under forty shillings between man
and man, as shall come before them: as also in offense of small nature shall determine,
do, and execute as in wisdom God shall direct them.

Fundamental Agreement, or Original Constitution of the
Colony of New Haven, June 4, 1639
THE 4th day of the 4th month, called June, 1639, all the free planters assembled
together in a general meeting, to consult about settling civil government, according to GOD,
and the nomination of persons that might be found, by consent of all, fittest in all respects for
the foundation work of a church, which was intended to be gathered in Quinipiack. After
solemn invocation of the name of GOD, in prayer for the presence and help of his spirit and
grace, in those weighty businesses, they were reminded of the business whereabout they
met, (viz.) for the establishment of such civil order as might be most pleasing unto GOD, and
for the choosing the fittest men for the foundation work of a church to be gathered. For the
better enabling them to discern the mind of GOD, and to agree accordingly concerning the
establishment of civil order, Mr. John Davenport propounded divers queries to them publicly,
praying them to consider seriously in the presence and fear of GOD, the weight of the
business they met about, and not to be rash or slight in giving their votes to things they
understood not; but to digest fully and thoroughly what should be propounded to them, and
without respect to men, as they should be satisfied and persuaded in their own minds, to
give their answers in such sort as they would be willing should stand upon record for
posterity.
This being earnestly pressed by Mr. Davenport, Mr. Robert Newman was intreated to
write, in characters, and to read distinctly and audibly in the hearing of all the people, what
was propounded and accorded on, that it might appear, that all consented to matters
propounded, according to words written by him.
Query I. WHETHER the scriptures do hold forth a perfect rule for the direction and
government of all men in all duties which they are to perform to GOD and men, as well in
families and commonwealth, as in matters of the church ? This was assented unto by all, no
man dissenting, as was expressed by holding up of hands. Afterwards it was read over to
them, that they might see in what words their vote was expressed. They again expressed
their consent by holding up their hands, no man dissenting.
Query II. WHEREAS there was a covenant solemnly made by the whole assembly of
free planters of this plantation, the first day of extraordinary humiliation, which we had after
we came together, that as in matters that concern the gathering and ordering of a church, so
likewise in all public officers which concern civil order, as choice of magistrates and officers,
making and repealing laws, dividing allotments of inheritance, and all things of like nature,
we would all of us be ordered by those rules which the scripture holds forth to US; this
covenant was called a plantation covenant, to distinguish it from a church covenant. which
could not at that time be made a church not being then gathered, but was deferred till a
church might be gathered, according to GOD. It was demanded whether all the free planters
do hold themselves bound by that covenant, in all businesses of that nature which are
expressed in the covenant, to submit themselves to be ordered by the rules held forth in the
scripture t

THIS also was assented unto by all, and no man gainsayed it; and they did testify the
same by holding up their hands, both when it was first propounded, and confirmed the same
by holding up their hands when it was read unto them in public. John Clark being absent,
when the covenant was made, doth now manifest his consent to it. Also Richard Beach,
Andrew Law, Goodman Banister, Arthur Halbridge, John Potter, Robert Hill, John Brocket,
and John Johnson, these persons, being not admitted planters when the covenant was
made, do now express their consent to it.
Query III. THOSE who have desired to be received as free planters, and are settled in
the plantation, with a purpose, resolution and desire, that they may be admitted into church
fellowship, according to CHRIST, as soon as GOD shall fit them "hereunto, were desired to
express it by holding up hands. According all did express this to be their desire and purpose
by holding up their hands twice (viz.) at the proposal of it, and after when these written words
were read unto them.
Query IV. All the free planters were called upon to express, whether they held
themselves bound to establish such civil order as might best conduce to the securing of the
purity and peace of the ordinance to themselves and their posterity according to GOD In
answer hereunto they expressed by holding up their hands twice as before, that they held
themselves bound to establish such civil order as might best conduce to the ends aforesaid.
THEN Mr. Davenport declared unto them, by the scripture, what kind of persons might
best be trusted with matters of government; and by sundry arguments from scripture proved
that such men as were described in Exod. xviii. 2, Dent. 1. 13, with Dent. xvii. A, and 1 C!or.
vi. 1, 6, 7, ought to be intrusted by them, seeing they were free to cast themselves into that
mould and form of commonwealth which appeared best for them in reference to the
securing. the peace and peaceable improvement of all CHRIST his ordinances in the church
according to GOD, whereunto they have bound themselves, as hath been acknowledged.
HAVING thus said he sat down praying the company freely to consider, whether they
would have it voted at this time or not. After some space of silence, Mr. Theophilus Eaton
answered it might be voted, and some others also spake to the same purpose, none at all
opposing it. Then it was propounded to vote.
Query V. WHETHER free burgesses shall be chosen out of the church members, they
that are in the foundation work of the church being actually free burgesses, and to choose to
themselves out of the like estate of church fellowship, and the power of choosing magistrates
and officers from among themselves, and the power of making and repealing laws, according
to the word, and the dividing of inheritances, and deciding of differences that may arise, and
all the businesses of like nature are to be transacted by those free burgesses. This was put
to vote and agreed unto by lifting up of hands twice, as in the former it was done. Then one
man stood up and expressed his dissenting from the rest in part; yet granting, 1. That
magistrates should be men fearing GOD. 2. That the church is the company where,
ordinarily, such men may be expected. 3. That they that choose them ought to be men
fearing GOD; only at this he stuck, that free planters ought not to give this power out of their

hands. Another stood up and answered, that nothing was done, but with their consent. The
former answered, that all the free planters ought to resume this power into their own hands
again, if things were not orderly carried. Mr. Theophilus Eaton answered, that in all places
they choose committees in like manner. The companies in London choose the liveries by
whom the public magistrates are chosen. In this the rest are not wronged, because they
expect, in time, to be of the livery themselves, and to have the same power. Some others
intreated the former to give his arguments and reasons whereupon he dissented. He refused
to do it, and said, they might not rationally demand it, seeing he let the vote pass on freely
and did not speak till after it was past, because he would not hinder what they agreed upon.
Then Mr. Davenport, after a short relation of some former passages between them two about
this question, prayed the company that nothing might be concluded by them on this weighty
question, but what themselves were persuaded to be agreeing with the mind of GOD, and
they had heard what had been said since the voting; he intreated them again to consider of
it, and put it again to vote as before. Again all of them, by holding up their hands, did show
their consent as before. And some of them confessed that, whereas they did waver before
they came to the assembly, they were now fully convinced, that it is the mind of GOD. One of
them said that in the morning before he came reading Deut. xvii. 15, he was convinced at
home. Another said, that he came doubting to the assembly, but he blessed GOD, by what
had been said, he was now fully satisfied, that the choice of burgesses out of church
members and to intrust those with the power before spoken of is according to the mind of
GOD revealed in the scriptures. All having spoken their apprehensions it was agreed upon,
and Mr. Robert Newman was desired to write it as an order whereunto every one, that
hereafter should be admitted here as planters, should submit, and testify the same by
subscribing their names to the order: Namely, that church members only shall be free
burgesses, and that they only shall choose magistrates and officers among themselves, to
have power of transacting all the public civil affairs of this plantation; of making and repealing
laws, dividing of inheritances, deciding of differences that may arise, and doing all things and
businesses of like nature.
THIS being thus settled, as a fundamental agreement concerning civil government, Mr.
Davenport proceeded to propound something to consideration about the gathering of a
church' and to prevent the blemishing of the first beginnings of the church work, Mr.
Davenport advised, that the names of such as were to be admitted might be publicly
propounded, to the end that they who were most approved might be chosen; for the town
being cast into several private meetings, wherein they that lived nearest together gave their
accounts one to another of GOD'S gracious world upon them, and prayed together and
conferred to their mutual edification, sundry of them had knowledge one of another, and in
every meeting some one was more approved of all than any other; for this reason and to
prevent scandals, the whole company was intreated to consider whom they found fittest to
nominate for this work.
Query VI. WHETHER are you all willing and do agree in this, that twelve men be
chosen, that their fitness for the foundation work may be tried; however there may be more
named yet it may be in their power who are chosen to reduce them to twelve, and that it be

in the power of those twelve to choose out of themselves seven, that shall be most approved
of by the major part, to begin the church.
THIS was agreed upon by consent of all, as was expressed by holding up of hands, and
that so many as should be thought fit for the foundation work of the church, shall be
propounded by the plantation, and written down and pass without exception, unless they had
given public scandal or offence. Yet so as in case of public scandal or offense, every one
should have liberty to propound their exception, at that time, publicly against any man, that
should be nominated, when all their names should be writ down. But if the offence were
private, that mens names might be tendered, so many as were offended were intreated to
deal with the offender privately, and if he gave not satisfaction to bring the matter to the
twelve, that they might consider of it impartially and in the fear of GOD.
Source:
The Federal and State Constitutions Colonial Charters, and Other Organic Laws of the States,
Territories, and Colonies Now or Heretofore Forming the United States of America.
Compiled and Edited Under the Act of Congress of June 30, 1906 by Francis Newton Thorpe
Washington, DC : Government Printing Office, 1909.

Fundamental Orders of 1639
For as much as it hath pleased Almighty God by the wise disposition of his divine
providence so to order and dispose of things that we the Inhabitants and Residents of
Windsor, Hartford and Wethersfield are now cohabiting and dwelling in and upon the River of
Connectecotte and the lands thereunto adjoining; and well knowing where a people are
gathered together the word of God requires that to maintain the peace and union of such a
people there should be an orderly and decent Government established according to God, to
order and dispose of the affairs of the people at all seasons as occasion shall require; do
therefore associate and conjoin ourselves to be as one Public State or Commonwealth; and
do for ourselves and our successors and such as shall be adjoined to us at any time
hereafter, enter into Combination and Confederation together, to maintain and preserve the
liberty and purity of the Gospel of our Lord Jesus which we now profess, as also, the
discipline of the Churches, which according to the truth of the said Gospel is now practiced
amongst us; as also in our civil affairs to be guided and governed according to such Laws,
Rules, Orders and Decrees as shall be made, ordered, and decreed as followeth:
1. It is Ordered, sentenced, and decreed, that there shall be yearly two General
Assemblies or Courts, the one the second Thursday in April, the other the second Thursday
in September following; the first shall be called the Court of Election, wherein shall be yearly
chosen from time to time, so many Magistrates and other public Officers as shall be found
requisite: Whereof one to be chosen Governor for the year ensuing and until another be
chosen, and no other Magistrate to be chosen for more than one year: provided always there
be six chosen besides the Governor, which being chosen and sworn according to an Oath
recorded for that purpose, shall have the power to administer justice according to the Laws
here established, and for want thereof, according to the Rule of the Word of God; which
choice shall be made by all that are admitted freemen and have taken the Oath of Fidelity,
and do cohabit within this Jurisdiction having been admitted Inhabitants by the major part of
the Town wherein they live or the major part of such as shall be then present.
2. It is Ordered, sentenced, and decreed, that the election of the aforesaid Magistrates
shall be in this manner: every person present and qualified for choice shall bring in (to the
person deputed to receive them) one single paper with the name of him written in it whom he
desires to have Governor, and that he that hath the greatest number of papers shall be
Governor for that year. And the rest of the Magistrates or public officers to be chosen in this
manner: the Secretary for the time being shall first read the names of all that are to be put to
choice and then shall severally nominate them distinctly, and every one that would have the
person nominated to be chosen shall bring in one single paper written upon, and he that
would not have him chosen shall bring in a blank; and every one that hath more written
papers than blanks shall be a Magistrate for that year; which papers shall be received and
told by one or more that shall be then chosen by the court and sworn to be faithful therein;
but in case there should not be six chosen as aforesaid, besides the Governor, out of those
which are nominated, than he or they which have the most writen papers shall be a
Magistrate or Magistrates for the ensuing year, to make up the aforesaid number.

3. It is Ordered, sentenced, and decreed, that the Secretary shall not nominate any
person, nor shall any person be chosen newly into the Magistracy which was not
propounded in some General Court before, to be nominated the next election; and to that
end it shall be lawful for each of the Towns aforesaid by their deputies to nominate any two
whom they conceive fit to be put to election; and the Court may add so many more as they
judge requisite.
4. It is Ordered, sentenced, and decreed, that no person be chosen Governor above
once in two years, and that the Governor be always a member of some approved
Congregation, and formerly of the Magistracy within this Jurisdiction; and that all the
Magistrates, Freemen of this Commonwealth; and that no Magistrate or other public officer
shall execute any part of his or their office before they are severally sworn, which shall be
done in the face of the court if they be present, and in case of absence by some deputed for
that purpose.
5. It is Ordered, sentenced, and decreed, that to the aforesaid Court of Election the
several Towns shall send their deputies, and when the Elections are ended they may
proceed in any public service as at other Courts. Also the other General Court in September
shall be for making of laws, and any other public occasion, which concerns the good of the
Commonwealth.
6. It is Ordered, sentenced, and decreed, that the Governor shall, either by himself or by
the Secretary, send out summons to the Constables of every Town for the calling of these
two standing Courts one month at least before their several times: And also if the Governor
and the greatest part of the Magistrates see cause upon any special occasion to call a
General Court, they may give order to the Secretary so to do within fourteen days' warning:
And if urgent necessity so required, upon a shorter notice, giving sufficient grounds for it to
the deputies when they meet, or else be questioned for the same; And if the Governor and
major part of Magistrates shall either neglect or refuse to call the two General standing
Courts or either of them, as also at other times when the occasions of the Commonwealth
require, the Freemen thereof, or the major part of them, shall petition to them so to do; if then
it be either denied or neglected, the said Freemen, or the major part of them, shall have the
power to give order to the Constables of the several Towns to do the same, and so may
meet together, and choose to themselves a Moderator, and may proceed to do any act of
power which any other General Courts may.
7. It is Ordered, sentenced, and decreed, that after there are warrants given out for any
of the said General Courts, the Constable or Constables of each Town, shall forthwith give
notice distinctly to the inhabitants of the same, in some public assembly or by going or
sending from house to house, that at a place and time by him or them limited and set, they
meet and assemble themselves together to elect and choose certain deputies to be at the
General Court then following to agitate the affairs of the Commonwealth; which said deputies
shall be chosen by all that are admitted Inhabitants in the several Towns and have taken the
oath of fidelity; provided that none be chosen a Deputy for any General Court which is not a
Freeman of this Commonwealth.

The aforesaid deputies shall be chosen in manner following: every person that is present
and qualified as before expressed, shall bring the names of such, written in several papers,
as they desire to have chosen for that employment, and these three or four, more or less,
being the number agreed on to be chosen for that time, that have the greatest number of
papers written for them shall be deputies for that Court; whose names shall be endorsed on
the back side of the warrant and returned into the Court, with the Constable or Constables'
hand unto the same.
8. It is Ordered, sentenced, and decreed, that Windsor, Hartford, and Wethersfield shall
have power, each Town, to send four of their Freemen as their deputies to every General
Court; and Whatsoever other Town shall be hereafter added to this Jurisdiction, they shall
send so many deputies as the Court shall judge meet, a reasonable proportion to the number
of Freemen that are in the said Towns being to be attended therein; which deputies shall
have the power of the whole Town to give their votes and allowance to all such laws and
orders as may be for the public good, and unto which the said Towns are to be bound.
9. It is Ordered, sentenced, and decreed, that the deputies thus chosen shall have power
and liberty to appoint atime and a place of meeting together before any General Court, to
advise and consult of all such things as may concern the good of the public, as also to
examine their own Elections, whether according to the order, and if they or the greatest part
of them find any election to be illegal they may seclude such for present from their meeting,
and return the same and their reasons to the Court; and if it be proved true, the Court may
fine the party or parties so intruding, and the Town, if they see cause, and give out a warrant
to go to a new election in a legal way, either in part or in whole. Also the said deputies shall
have power to fine any that shall be disorderly at their meetings, or for not coming in due
time or place according to appointment; and they may return the said fines into the Court if it
be refused to be paid, and the Treasurer to take notice of it, and to escheat or levy the same
as he does other fines.
10. It is Ordered, sentenced, and decreed, that every General Court, except such as
through neglect of the Governor and the greatest part of the Magistrates the Freemen
themselves do call, shall consist of the Governor, or some one chosen to moderate the
Court, and four other Magistrates at least, with the major part of the deputies of the several
Towns legally chosen; and in case the Freemen, or major part of them, through neglect or
refusal of the Governor and major part of the Magistrates, shall call a Court, it shall consist of
the major part of Freemen that are present or their deputiues, with a Moderator chosen by
them: In which said General Courts shall consist the supreme power of the Commonwealth,
and they only shall have power to make laws or repeal them, to grant levies, to admit of
Freemen, dispose of lands undisposed of, to several Towns or persons, and also shall have
power to call either Court or Magistrate or any other person whatsoever into question for any
misdemeanor, and may for just causes displace or deal otherwise according to the nature of
the offense; and also may deal in any other matter that concerns the good of this
Commonwealth, except election of Magistrates, which shall be done by the whole body of
Freemen.

In which Court the Governor or Moderator shall have power to order the Court, to give
liberty of speech, and silence unseasonable and disorderly speakings, to put all things to
vote, and in case the vote be equal to have the casting voice. But none of these Courts shall
be adjourned or dissolved without the consent of the major part of the Court.
11. It is Ordered, sentenced, and decreed, that when any General Court upon the
occasions of the Commonwealth have agreed upon any sum, or sums of money to be levied
upon the several Towns within this Jurisdiction, that a committee be chosen to set out and
appoint what shall be the proportion of every Town to pay of the said levy, provided the
committee be made up of an equal number out of each Town.
14th January 1639 the 11 Orders above said are voted.
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