TEACHING AMERICAN HISTORY PROJECT

Lesson Title -Clovis Spear Point
From Douglas Craig
Grade – High School.
Length of class period – This lesson should take roughly 45 minutes to complete, as the
teacher should make certain to pause the podcast to: 1) allow students to keep
up and 2) to have thoughtful discussion during the podcast.
Inquiry – (What essential question are students answering, what problem are they
solving, or what decision are they making?)
1. What impact did the Clovis Spear Point have on the lives of the Clovis people?
2. What impact did the discovery of the Clovis Spear Points have on our understanding of
history?
3. How do we know what we know about history?

Objectives- Students will learn/practice:
1. Using primary sources to gain understanding of history.
2. Basic understanding about human movement into America.
3. Who the Clovis people are.
4. Impact of these advanced spear tips on the lives of the people and
animals.
Materials (What primary sources or local resources are the basis for this lesson?) –
(please attach)
SmartBoard to complete the assignment together in large groups or individual computers
so that students can complete the assignment on their own.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/ahistoryoftheworld/objects/hLAME-wiTyaZU2KQf-P5vA
Picture of Clovis Spear Point. Once you get onto the page you can maximize
the picture and zoom in to show the students amazing detail. If you cannot
access this photo, use the picture on page 6 of this document.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/console/b00pwn7t
Using this URL will send you to a podcast about the very object shown in the
previous URL. If you cannot access the podcast, use the transcript of the
podcast on page 3 of this document.
Activities (What will you and your students do during the lesson to promote learning?)
1. Display picture from http://www.bbc.co.uk/ahistoryoftheworld/objects/hLAMEwiTyaZU2KQf-P5vA on the SmartBoard or on individual computers. Zoom in to
various part of spear point, or allow students to do so.

2. Have students write, individually, what the object tells them about the people using it.
3. After giving students the opportunity to write, have them share some of their
conclusions about the people based on the object. Encourage discussion about the
validity of conclusions. Write a list of conclusions the class believes to definitely be true
and a list of conclusions they believe could be true based on the object.
4. Play the podcast and have students answer the questions provided below. Be sure to
pause a lot so that students can keep up with the podcast and so that students can discuss
what they are learning. You can stop the podcast at the 13: 09 point. After that the host
introduces his next area of coverage.

A History of the World in 100 Objects: Clovis Spear Point
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Why are there ripples on the spear point?
In what range of land have Clovis points been discovered?
Why are the people who used these tools known as Clovis people?
What does the discovery of these points show the Clovis people were able to do?
Who did the Clovis people become the ancestors of?
How much of North America did the Clovis people come to inhabit?
How do we know that the Clovis people came from the North?
How did the discovery of Clovis points accompanied by science lead to opposition from many Native
Americans peoples?
How did the last Ice Age and animal movement create the conditions for movement into North America?
How did the previously mentioned ripples on the side of the spear point help ensure successful hunting?
What happened to the mammoths and many other animals by 10,000 years ago because of the Clovis points?
According to some, what did technology like the Clovis points cause to happen worldwide?
By 12,000 years ago what had humans accomplished?
Having discussed the object with your classmates and having listened to the podcast, what does the Clovis
point tell you about the people who used it?
The host of the podcast says that humans were always focusing on making better tools. The Clovis point was
an advanced tool. Why do you think it was so important for humans to make better tools?
How did the discovery of the Clovis spears change our understanding of American history?

How will you assess what student learned during this lesson?
Student understanding will be assessed through the writing done in the beginning of
class, the class discussion done after the initial writing prompt, and through
their answers to the questions on the podcast.
Connecticut Framework Performance Standards –
1. Formulate historical hypotheses from multiple perspectives, using multiple sources
2. Analyze the consequences of major technological turning points in history, e.g., their effects on
people, societies and economies
3. Display empathy for people who have lived in the past

A History of the World in 100 Objects: Clovis Spear Point
Clovis point (made over 13,000 years ago). Stone spearhead found in Arizona
Imagine. You're in a green landscape studded with trees and bushes. You're working in a team of
hunters quietly stalking a herd of mammoths. One of the mammoths, you hope, is going to be
your supper. You're clutching a light spear with a sharp, pointed stone at the end of it. You get
closer - you hurl your spear - and it misses. The mammoth you wanted to kill snaps the shaft
under its foot. That spear is useless now. You take another one, and you move on. And you leave
behind you on the ground something that's not just a killing tool that failed, but a thing that's
going to become a message across time, because thousands of years after the mammoth trod on
your spear, humans will find that pointed stone spearhead and know that their ancestors were in
this place far earlier than anyone had imagined.
'It looks so tiny and then it's only sort of two or three inches in length.' (Michael Palin)
'These are people on the move - explorers, and I can really feel quite a bit of empathy, and I can
really feel what it must've been like to enter a country that nobody had told you about, that
nobody had actually been in before you.' (Professor Gary Haynes)
It's 13,000 years ago, and you're in America. Things that are thrown away or lost can tell us as
much about the past as any objects carefully preserved for posterity. Broken things tell poignant
stories - in fact, mundane everyday items discarded long ago as rubbish, are as much a defining
characteristic of being human as great art, and these modest but essential things can tell us
some of the most important stories of all in human history. In the case of this programme, how
modern humans - the toolmakers and the artists we've been following this week - took over the
world. How, after populating Africa, Asia, Australia and Europe, they finally got to America.
In the North American gallery of the British Museum, among the magnificent feather
headdresses, and in a case beside the totem poles, is a very interesting bit of rubbish indeed. It
is the business end of a deadly weapon; a spear - the shaft, of course, is long gone. It's made of
stone and it was lost by a person like you or me in Arizona over 13,000 years ago. The
spearhead is made of hard flint and it's about the size of a small, slim mobile phone, but it's in
the shape of a long thin leaf. The point is still intact and still very sharp. The surface of both
sides has beautiful ripples and, when you look closely, you can see that these are the scars from
its making, where the flakes of the flint have been carefully chipped off. It's a lovely thing to
touch and it's very well adapted to its lethal purpose - a thing of beauty and a kill forever!
This spearhead raises many questions. But perhaps the most surprising fact is that it was found
in America. After all, for most of our history we humans have been a resolutely land-locked
African, Asian and European species. So how did the people who made spears like this get to
America, and who were they?
This stone spearhead is by no means unique; it is just one of thousands that have been found
across North America, from Alaska to Mexico. They're known as Clovis points, after the small
town in the US State of New Mexico where they were first discovered in 1936, alongside the
bones of the animals they'd killed. And so the makers of these stone points, the people who
hunted with them, are known as Clovis people.

The discovery at Clovis was one of the most dramatic leaps forward in our understanding of the
history of the Americas. These spearheads are the firmest evidence yet found for the first human
beings to inhabit America. Almost identical Clovis points have been found in clusters from Alaska
to Mexico, and from California to Florida, and what they show is that these people were able to
establish small communities right across this immense area as the last Ice Age was coming to an
end, about 13,000 years ago.
Are the Clovis people really the first Americans? The leading expert in this period is Professor
Gary Haynes:
'There's some scattered evidence that people were in North America maybe before these Clovis
points were made (which would be before 13,000 years ago), but most of that evidence is
arguable. The fact is that Clovis look like the first people. If you dig an archaeological site almost
anywhere, the bottom levels are going to be about 13,000 years old, and if there are any
artefacts, it will be Clovis or Clovis-related. So it looks like maybe these are the very first
dispersers who filled up the continent and became the ancestors of modern Native Americans.
The area that was populated by Clovis was just about all of North America, and they came from
somewhere up north, because the studies of genetics seem to prove conclusively that the
ancestry of Native Americans is north-east Asian.'
So archaeology, DNA, and the bulk of academic opinion, are telling us effectively that everybody
in America arrived from north-east Asia less than 15,000 years ago. When history gets re-written
like this, it can lead to head-on collision with deeply-held beliefs.
Historian Gabrielle Tayac is a Piscataway Indian. She works for the Smithsonian's National
Museum of the American Indian, and she studies how Native Americans are reacting to this new
narrative that science is giving them:
'This is an affront to their very specific beliefs ... If you look at creation stories, there are
certainly people who have very strong beliefs that either they emerged from the earth, or fell
from the sky or developed out of the back of a water beetle, depending on where they were ...
Native American religions were repressed for a very long time and so people have become very
protective. For some Native people, though not all, the insertion of scientific findings that Native
people did not get created from the very site that they emerged from, or that there are findings
that might be counter to a specific oral recitation, can be seen as a way of invalidating Native
traditions.'
By about 40,000 years ago, humans like ourselves had spread from Africa all over Asia and
Europe, even crossing seas to get to Australia. But no humans had yet set foot in the Americas,
and it needed major changes in climate before they could. Firstly, 20,000 years ago, the Ice Age
locked up the water in ice-sheets and glaciers, leading to a huge fall in sea level, and the sea
between Russia and Alaska (what's now the Bering Straits) became a wide and easily passable
land-bridge. Animals - mammals, bison and reindeer - moved across to the American side, and
hunting humans followed. The way further south into the rest of America was through an ice-free
corridor between the Rocky Mountains on the Pacific side, and the vast continental ice-sheet
covering Canada on the other.
15,000 years ago, as the climate warmed up again, it was possible for large numbers of animals,
followed again by their human hunters, to get through this corridor to the rich hunting grounds
across what is now the United States. This is the new American world of the Clovis points. It was
clearly a great environment for those go-getting humans from north Asia but, if you were a
mammoth, the outlook wasn't quite so rosy. The ripples on the side of the Clovis point, which I

find so beautiful, produce intense bleeding in any animal they hit, so you don't need to be a dead
shot and strike a vital organ, you can hit your prey anywhere and the blood loss will gradually
weaken it until you can easily finish it off. And by 10,000 BC, all the mammoths and a lot of other
big mammals, had been finished off. How far it's the Clovis people that are responsible for these
extinctions is a matter for debate, but Gary Haynes thinks they were:
'I think there's a direct connection between the first appearance of people and the last
appearance of many of the large mammals - if not all of them - that disappeared in North
America. You can actually trace this sort of connection across the world, wherever modern 'homo
sapiens' turns up. There had never been a human population before this. It's almost invariable
that large mammals disappeared - and not just some animals, it's a large proportion. In North
America it's something like two-thirds to three-quarters.'
This was going to become a familiar story. By around 12,000 years ago, the Clovis people and
their descendants had not only spread across North America, but had also reached the
southernmost tip of South America. Not long after this, warming climate and melting ice raised
sea levels sharply so that the land-bridge to Asia flooded once again. There was no way back.
For the next nine thousand years, in fact until European contact in the sixteenth century AD, the
civilisations of the Americas would develop on their own. So, 12,000 years ago, we had reached a
key moment in human history. With the exception of the islands of the Pacific, human beings had
settled the whole habitable world. We seem to be hard-wired to keep moving, to want more, to
find out what's beyond the next hill. Broadcaster and traveller Michael Palin has covered a good
deal of the globe - what does he think drives us on?
'In myself I've always been very restless and, from when I was very small, interested in where I
wasn't, [in] what was over the horizon, [in] what was round the next corner. And the more you
look at the history of 'homo sapiens', it's all about movement, right from the very first time they
decided to leave Africa. It is this restlessness which seems a very significant factor in the way the
planet was settled by humans. It does seem that we are not settled, we think we are, but we are
still looking for somewhere else where something is better - where it's warmer, it's more
pleasant. Maybe there is an element, a spiritual element, of hope in this whole thing. You know,
that you are going to find somewhere that is going to be wonderful. It's the search for paradise,
the search for the perfect land - maybe that's at the bottom of it all, all the time.'
Hope, as the defining human quality - wouldn't that be an encouraging note in which to end this
first week of our history of the world? What's stood out for me in this week's long journey of
nearly two million years, is the constant human striving to do things better; to make tools that
are not only more efficient but also more beautiful, to explore not just environments but ideas, to
struggle towards something not yet experienced. The objects I've looked at this week have
tracked that move - from tools for survival not so different from what other animals might use, to
a great work of art and the beginnings of religion.

