TEACHING AMERICAN HISTORY PROJECT

Lesson Title – Comparing Reconstruction Plans
From Jarrid Clifton
Grade – 11 - Academic Level 2 (Out of 4 - AP, 1, 2, 3)
Length of class period – 48 Minutes
Inquiry – What were the leading plans for repairing the damage of the Civil War?
How did the Reconstruction plans conflict in their aims and goals?
What were the outside factors that motivated the authors of each plan?
Objectives - Students should understand the difficulties facing the nation following the Civil War
and the plans of Presidents Lincoln and Johnson in conflict with the goals of a Radical
Republican-led Congress.
Materials - Resources to follow in lesson.
Activities – Students will work in groups of three with each student reading one of the three
readings on plans following the end of the Civil War. Students will share information
from their documents as the group completes the graphic organizer.
1. Students will read the addresses of Presidents Lincoln and Johnson as well as excerpts
from Thaddeus Stevens’ An Address on Reconstruction.
2. Students will complete a graphic organizer comparing the goals of each individual
following the Civil War.
a. Students will complete the first graphic organizer with their notes and the
sources to list the goals of each personality.
b. Students will then find quotes from each document that best describe each
personality’s point of view.
c. Students will then answer the three questions after the tables in regards to the
failure and success of Reconstruction plans.
As an extension to the lesson, teachers may want to have students compare and contrast
the two loyalty oaths that are attached.
How will you assess what student learned during this lesson?
Students will be assessed on the completion and quality of responses in their graphic
organizers and their participation in partnered discussions on the various plans for
Reconstruction.
Connecticut Framework Performance Standards –
Standard 1.1
o 6. Compare and contrast various American beliefs, values, and political
ideologies
o 7. Analyze the influence of nationalism on American society
o 9. Analyze the significance of the growing heterogeneity of American society
o 12. Evaluate the role and impact significant individuals have had on
American Society

Standard 2.1
o 1. Find relevant and accurate information from a variety of sources to
answer a history/social studies question
Standard 2.2
o 3. Cite evidence from a source to determine an author’s purpose and
intended audience
Standard 3.1
o 1. Use evidence to develop an interpretation of a historical event

Comparing Reconstruction Plans
Abraham Lincoln
Lincoln’s Second Inaugural Address
SATURDAY, MARCH 4, 1865
“With malice toward none, with charity for all, with firmness in the right as God gives us to see
the right, let us strive on to finish the work we are in, to bind up the nation's wounds, to care for
him who shall have borne the battle and for his widow and his orphan, to do all which may
achieve and cherish a just and lasting peace among ourselves and with all nations.” -

The Proclamation of Amnesty and
Reconstruction - Lincoln
WHEREAS, in and by the Constitution of the United States, it is provided that the President
“shall have power to grant reprieves and pardons for offences against the United States, except in
cases of impeachment;” and
Whereas, a rebellion now exists whereby the loyal state governments of several states have for a
long time been subverted, and many persons have committed, and are now guilty of, treason
against the United States; and
Whereas, with reference to said rebellion and treason, laws have been enacted by congress,
declaring forfeitures and confiscation of property and liberation of slaves, all upon terms and
conditions therein stated, and also declaring that the President was thereby authorized at any time
thereafter, by proclamation, to extend to persons who may have participated in the existing
rebellion, in any state or part thereof, pardon and amnesty, with such exceptions and at such
times and on such conditions as he may deem expedient for the public welfare; and
Whereas, the congressional declaration for limited and conditional pardon accords with wellestablished judicial exposition of the pardoning power; and
Whereas, with reference to said rebellion, the President of the United States has issued several
proclamations, with provisions in regard to the liberation of slaves; and
Whereas, it is now desired by some persons heretofore engaged in said rebellion to resume their
allegiance to the United States, and to reinaugurate loyal state governments within and for their
respective states: Therefore–
I, ABRAHAM LINCOLN, President of the United States, do proclaim, declare, and make known
to all persons who have, directly or by implication, participated in the existing rebellion, except
as hereinafter excepted, that a full pardon is hereby granted to them and each of them, with
restoration of all rights of property, except as to slaves, and in property cases where rights of
third parties shall have intervened, and upon the condition that every such person shall take and
subscribe an oath, and thenceforward keep and maintain said oath inviolate; and which oath shall
be registered for permanent preservation, and shall be of the tenor and effect following, to wit:-"I,
, do solemnly swear, in presence of Almighty God, that I will henceforth faithfully
support, protect, and defend the Constitution of the United States and the Union of the States
thereunder; and that I will, in like manner, abide by and faithfully support all acts of congress
passed during the existing rebellion with reference to slaves, so long and so far as not repealed,
modified, or held void by congress, or by decision of the supreme court; and that I will, in like
manner, abide by and faithfully support all proclamations of the President made during the
existing rebellion having reference to slaves, so long and so far as not modified or declared void
by decision of the supreme court. So help me God."
The persons excepted from the benefits of the foregoing provisions are all who are, or shall have
been, civil or diplomatic officers or agents of the so-called Confederate government; all who
have left judicial stations under the United States to aid the rebellion; all who are, or shall have
been, military or naval officers of said so-called Confederate government above the rank of
colonel in the army or of lieutenant in the navy; all who left seats in the United States congress to
aid the rebellion; all who resigned commissions in the army or navy of the United States and
afterwards aided the rebellion; and all who have engaged in any way in treating colored persons,
or white persons in charge of such, otherwise than lawfully as prisoners of war, and which

persons may have been found in the United States service as soldiers, seamen, or in any other
capacity.
And I do further proclaim, declare, and make known that whenever, in any of the States of
Arkansas, Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Tennessee, Alabama, Georgia, Florida, South Carolina,
and North Carolina, a number of persons, not less than one tenth in number of the votes cast in
such state at the presidential election of the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and
sixty, each having taken the oath aforesaid, and not having since violated it, and being a qualified
voter by the election law of the state existing immediately before the so-called act of secession,
and excluding all others, shall reestablish a state government which shall be republican, and in
nowise contravening said oath, such shall be recognized as the true government of the state, and
the state shall receive thereunder the benefits of the constitutional provision which declares that
"the United States shall guaranty to every state in this Union a republican form of government,
and shall protect each of them against invasion; and on application of the legislature, or the
executive, (when the legislature cannot be convened,) against domestic violence."
And I do further proclaim, declare, and make known that any provision which may be adopted
by such state government in relation to the freed people of such state, which shall recognize and
declare their permanent freedom, provide for their education, and which may yet be consistent as
a temporary arrangement with their present condition as a laboring, landless, and homeless class,
will not be objected to by the National Executive.
And it is suggested as not improper that, in constructing a loyal state government in any state,
the name of the state, the boundary, the subdivisions, the constitution, and the general code of
laws, as before the rebellion, be maintained, subject only to the modifications made necessary by
the conditions hereinbefore stated, and such others, if any, not contravening said conditions, and
which may be deemed expedient by those framing the new state government.
To avoid misunderstanding, it may be proper to say that this proclamation, so far as it relates to
state governments, has no reference to states wherein loyal state governments have all the while
been maintained. And, for the same reason, it may be proper to further say, that whether
members sent to congress from any state shall be admitted to seats constitutionally rests
exclusively with the respective houses, and not to any extent with the Executive. And still
further, that this proclamation is intended to present the people of the states wherein the national
authority has been suspended, and loyal state governments have been subverted, a mode in and
by which the national authority and loyal state governments may be reëstablished within said
states, or in any of them; and while the mode presented is the best the Executive can suggest,
with his present impressions, it must not be understood that no other possible mode would be
acceptable.
Given under my hand at the city of Washington the eighth day of December, A.D. one thousand
eight hundred and sixty-three, and of the Independence of the United States of America the
eighty-eighth.

Proclamation of Amnesty and Reconstruction
Andrew Johnson – May 29, 1865
Whereas, the President of the United States, on the 8th day of December, A. D. 1863, and on the
26th day of March, A. D. 1864, did, with the object to suppress the existing rebellion, to induce
all persons to return to their loyalty, and to restore the authority of the United States, issue
proclamations offering amnesty and pardon to certain persons who had, directly or by
implication, participated in the said rebellion; and
Whereas, many persons who had so engaged in said rebellion have, since the issuance of said
proclamations, failed or neglected to take the benefits offered thereby; and
Whereas, many persons who have been justly deprived of all claim to amnesty and pardon
thereunder by reason of their participation, directly or by implication, in said rebellion and
continued hostility to the Government of the United States since the date of said proclamations
now desire to apply for and obtain amnesty and pardon.
To the end, therefore, that the authority of the Government of the United States may be restored
and that peace, order, and freedom may be established, I, Andrew Johnson, President of the
United States, do proclaim and declare that I hereby grant to all persons who have, directly or
indirectly, participated in the existing rebellion, except as hereinafter excepted, amnesty and
pardon, with restoration of all rights of property, except as to slaves and except in cases where
legal proceedings under the laws of the United States providing for the confiscation of property
of persons engaged in rebellion have been instituted; but upon the condition, nevertheless, that
every such person shall take and subscribe the following oath (or affirmation) and thenceforward
keep and maintain said oath inviolate, and which oath shall be registered for permanent
preservation and shall be of the tenor and effect following, to wit:
I,
, do solemnly swear (or affirm), in presence of Almighty God, that I will henceforth
faithfully support, protect, and defend the Constitution of the United States and the Union of the
States thereunder, and that I will in like manner abide by and faithfully support all laws and
proclamations which have been made during the existing rebellion with reference to the
emancipation of slaves. So help me God.
The following classes of persons are excepted from the benefits of this proclamation:
First. All who are or shall have been pretended civil or diplomatic officers or otherwise
domestic or foreign agents of the pretended Confederate government.
Second. All who left judicial stations under the United States to aid the rebellion.
Third. All who shall have been military or naval officers of said pretended Confederate
government above the rank of colonel in the army or lieutenant in the navy.
Fourth. All who left seats in the Congress of the United States to aid the rebellion.
Fifth. All who resigned or tendered resignations of their commissions in the Army or Navy of
the United States to evade duty in resisting the rebellion.
Sixth. All who have engaged in any way in treating otherwise than lawfully as prisoners of war
persons found in the United States service as officers, soldiers, seamen, or in other capacities.
Seventh. All persons who have been or are absentees from the United States for the purpose of
aiding the rebellion.
Eighth. All military and naval officers in the rebel service who were educated by the
Government in the Military Academy at West Point or the United States Naval Academy.

Ninth. All persons who held the pretended offices of governors of States in insurrection against
the United States.
Tenth. All persons who left their homes within the jurisdiction and protection of the United
States and passed beyond the Federal military lines into the pretended Confederate States for the
purpose of aiding the rebellion.
Eleventh. All persons who have been engaged in the destruction of the commerce of the United
States upon the high seas and all persons who have made raids into the United States from
Canada or been engaged in destroying the commerce of the United States upon the lakes and
rivers that separate the British Provinces from the United States.
Twelfth. All persons who, at the time when they seek to obtain the benefits hereof by taking the
oath herein prescribed, are in military, naval, or civil confinement or custody, or under bonds of
the civil, military, or naval authorities or agents of the United States as prisoners of war, or
persons detained for offenses of any kind, either before or after conviction.
Thirteenth. All persons who have voluntarily participated in said rebellion and the estimated
value of whose taxable property is over $20,000.
Fourteenth. All persons who have taken the oath of amnesty as prescribed in the President’s
proclamation of December 8, A. D. 1863, or an oath of allegiance to the Government of the
United States since the date of said proclamation and who have not thenceforward kept and
maintained the same inviolate.
Provided, That special application may be made to the President for pardon by any person
belonging to the excepted classes, and such clemency will be liberally extended as may be
consistent with the facts of the case and the peace and dignity of the United States.
The Secretary of State will establish rules and regulations for administering and recording the
said amnesty oath, so as to insure its benefit to the people and guard the Government against
fraud.
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United States to be
affixed.
Done at the city of Washington, the 29th day of May, A. D. 1865, and of the Independence of the
United States the eighty-ninth.

Radical Republicans - Thaddeus Stevens
Address to Congress - January 3, 1867
Nearly six years ago a bloody war arose between different sections of the United States. Eleven
States, possessing a very large extent of territory, and ten or twelve million people, aimed to
sever their connection with the Union, and to form an independent empire, founded on the
avowed principle of human slavery and excluding every free State from this confederacy. They
did not claim to raise an insurrection to reform the Government of the country—a rebellion
against the laws—but they asserted their entire independence of that Government and of all
obligations to its laws. They were satisfied that the United States should maintain its old
Constitution and laws....No one then pretended that the eleven States had any rights under the
Constitution of the United States, or any right to interfere in the legislation of the country....
The Federal arms triumphed. The confederate armies and government surrendered
unconditionally. The law of nations then fixed their condition. They were subject to the
controlling power of the conquerors....
In this country the whole sovereignty rests with the people, and is exercised through their
Representatives in Congress assembled. The legislative power is the sole guardian of that
sovereignty. No other branch of the Government, no other Department, no other officer of the
Government, possesses one single particle of the sovereignty of the nation....
...Since, then, the President cannot enact, alter, or modify a single law; cannot even create a petty
office within his own sphere of duties; if, in short, he is the mere servant of the people, who issue
their commands to him through Congress, whence does he derive the constitutional power to
create new States; to remodel old ones; to dictate organic laws; to fix the qualification of voters;
to declare that States are republican and entitled to command Congress to admit their
Representatives?...
To reconstruct the nation, to admit new States, to guaranty republican governments to old States
are all legislative acts. The President claims the right to exercise them. Congress denies it and
asserts the right to belong to the legislative branch....
...The President is for exonerating the conquered rebels from all the expense and damages of the
war, and for compelling the loyal citizens to pay the whole debt caused by the rebellion. He
insists that those of our people who were plundered and their property burned or destroyed by
rebel raiders shall not be indemnified, but shall retain their own property, most of which was
declared forfeited by the Congress of the United States. He desires that the traitors (having
sternly executed that most important leader, Rickety Weirze, as a high example) should be
exempt from further fine, imprisonment, forfeiture, exile, or capital punishment, and be declared
entitled to all the rights of loyal citizens. He desires that the States created by him shall be
acknowledged as valid States, while at the same time he inconsistently declares that the old rebel
States are in full existence, and always have been, and have equal rights with the loyal States....
...There are several good reasons for the passage of this bill [radical reconstruction]. In the first
place, it is just. I am now confining my argument to negro suffrage in the rebel States. Have not
loyal blacks quite as good a right to choose rulers and make laws as rebel whites? In the second
place, it is a necessity in order to protect the loyal white men in the seceded States. The white
Union men are in a great minority in each of those States. With them the blacks would act in a
body; and it is believed that in each of said States, except one, the two united would form a
majority, control the States, and protect themselves....

Another good reason is, it would insure the ascendency of the Union party. Do you avow the
party purpose? exclaims some horror-stricken demagogue. I do. For I believe, on my conscience,
that on the continued ascendency of that party depends the safety of this great nation. If impartial
suffrage is excluded in the rebel States then every one of them is sure to send a solid rebel
representative delegation to Congress, and cast a solid rebel electoral vote. They, with their
kindred Copperheads of the North, would always elect the President and control Congress....For
these, among other reasons, I am for negro suffrage in every rebel State. If it be just, it should not
be denied; if it be necessary, it should be adopted; if it be a punishment to traitors, they deserve
it.

Comparing Reconstruction Plans and
Personalities
Fill out the following chart comparing the ideas of each author on the plan for re-constructing the
Union following the Civil War.
Lincoln

Johnson

Attitude about the Civil
War

Attitude towards the former
Confederacy

Requirements for
Reconstruction

Penalties for re-admitting
states to the Union

What quotes did each author use to explain what is important to them?
Quotes from your author
Lincoln

Johnson

Stevens

Stevens

Why did Lincoln and Johnson’s Plans fail?

How did the Radical Republicans succeed with the Reconstruction Act of 1877?

Comparing Loyalty Oaths – Lincoln v. Johnson
Lincoln
"I,
, do solemnly swear, in presence of Almighty
God, that I will henceforth faithfully support, protect, and
defend the Constitution of the United States and the Union
of the States thereunder; and that I will, in like manner,
abide by and faithfully support all acts of congress passed
during the existing rebellion with reference to slaves, so
long and so far as not repealed, modified, or held void by
congress, or by decision of the supreme court; and that I
will, in like manner, abide by and faithfully support all
proclamations of the President made during the existing
rebellion having reference to slaves, so long and so far as
not modified or declared void by decision of the supreme
court. So help me God."
The persons excepted from the benefits of the foregoing
provisions are all who are, or shall have been, civil or
diplomatic officers or agents of the so-called Confederate
government; all who have left judicial stations under the
United States to aid the rebellion; all who are, or shall have
been, military or naval officers of said so-called
Confederate government above the rank of colonel in the
army or of lieutenant in the navy; all who left seats in the
United States congress to aid the rebellion; all who resigned
commissions in the army or navy of the United States and
afterwards aided the rebellion; and all who have engaged in
any way in treating colored persons, or white persons in
charge of such, otherwise than lawfully as prisoners of war,
and which persons may have been found in the United
States service as soldiers, seamen, or in any other capacity.
And I do further proclaim, declare, and make known that
whenever, in any of the States of Arkansas, Texas,
Louisiana, Mississippi, Tennessee, Alabama, Georgia,
Florida, South Carolina, and North Carolina, a number of
persons, not less than one tenth in number of the votes cast
in such state at the presidential election of the year of our
Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty, each having
taken the oath aforesaid, and not having since violated it,
and being a qualified voter by the election law of the state
existing immediately before the so-called act of secession,
and excluding all others, shall reestablish a state
government which shall be republican, and in nowise
contravening said oath, such shall be recognized as the true
government of the state, and the state shall receive
thereunder the benefits of the constitutional provision
which declares that "the United States shall guaranty to
every state in this Union a republican form of government,
and shall protect each of them against invasion; and on
application of the legislature, or the executive, (when the

Johnson
I,
, do solemnly swear (or affirm), in presence of
Almighty God, that I will henceforth faithfully support,
protect, and defend the Constitution of the United States
and the Union of the States thereunder, and that I will in
like manner abide by and faithfully support all laws and
proclamations which have been made during the existing
rebellion with reference to the emancipation of slaves. So
help me God.
The following classes of persons are excepted from the
benefits of this proclamation:
First. All who are or shall have been pretended civil or
diplomatic officers or otherwise domestic or foreign agents
of the pretended Confederate government.
Second. All who left judicial stations under the United
States to aid the rebellion.
Third. All who shall have been military or naval officers of
said pretended Confederate government above the rank of
colonel in the army or lieutenant in the navy.
Fourth. All who left seats in the Congress of the United
States to aid the rebellion.
Fifth. All who resigned or tendered resignations of their
commissions in the Army or Navy of the United States to
evade duty in resisting the rebellion.
Sixth. All who have engaged in any way in treating
otherwise than lawfully as prisoners of war persons found
in the United States service as officers, soldiers, seamen, or
in other capacities.
Seventh. All persons who have been or are absentees from
the United States for the purpose of aiding the rebellion.
Eighth. All military and naval officers in the rebel service
who were educated by the Government in the Military
Academy at West Point or the United States Naval
Academy.
Ninth. All persons who held the pretended offices of
governors of States in insurrection against the United
States.
Tenth. All persons who left their homes within the
jurisdiction and protection of the United States and passed
beyond the Federal military lines into the pretended
Confederate States for the purpose of aiding the rebellion.
Eleventh. All persons who have been engaged in the
destruction of the commerce of the United States upon the
high seas and all persons who have made raids into the
United States from Canada or been engaged in destroying
the commerce of the United States upon the lakes and rivers
that separate the British Provinces from the United States.
Twelfth. All persons who, at the time when they seek to

legislature cannot be convened,) against domestic
violence."
And I do further proclaim, declare, and make known that
any provision which may be adopted by such state
government in relation to the freed people of such state,
which shall recognize and declare their permanent freedom,
provide for their education, and which may yet be
consistent as a temporary arrangement with their present
condition as a laboring, landless, and homeless class, will
not be objected to by the National Executive.
And it is suggested as not improper that, in constructing a
loyal state government in any state, the name of the state,
the boundary, the subdivisions, the constitution, and the
general code of laws, as before the rebellion, be maintained,
subject only to the modifications made necessary by the
conditions hereinbefore stated, and such others, if any, not
contravening said conditions, and which may be deemed
expedient by those framing the new state government.
To avoid misunderstanding, it may be proper to say that
this proclamation, so far as it relates to state governments,
has no reference to states wherein loyal state governments
have all the while been maintained. And, for the same
reason, it may be proper to further say, that whether
members sent to congress from any state shall be admitted
to seats constitutionally rests exclusively with the
respective houses, and not to any extent with the Executive.
And still further, that this proclamation is intended to
present the people of the states wherein the national
authority has been suspended, and loyal state governments
have been subverted, a mode in and by which the national
authority and loyal state governments may be reëstablished
within said states, or in any of them; and while the mode
presented is the best the Executive can suggest, with his
present impressions, it must not be understood that no other
possible mode would be acceptable.
Given under my hand at the city of Washington the eighth
day of December, A.D. one thousand eight hundred and
sixty-three, and of the Independence of the United States of
America the eighty-eighth.

obtain the benefits hereof by taking the oath herein
prescribed, are in military, naval, or civil confinement or
custody, or under bonds of the civil, military, or naval
authorities or agents of the United States as prisoners of
war, or persons detained for offenses of any kind, either
before or after conviction.
Thirteenth. All persons who have voluntarily participated
in said rebellion and the estimated value of whose taxable
property is over $20,000.
Fourteenth. All persons who have taken the oath of
amnesty as prescribed in the President’s proclamation of
December 8, A. D. 1863, or an oath of allegiance to the
Government of the United States since the date of said
proclamation and who have not thenceforward kept and
maintained the same inviolate.
Provided, That special application may be made to the
President for pardon by any person belonging to the
excepted classes, and such clemency will be liberally
extended as may be consistent with the facts of the case and
the peace and dignity of the United States.
The Secretary of State will establish rules and regulations
for administering and recording the said amnesty oath, so as
to insure its benefit to the people and guard the Government
against fraud.
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and
caused the seal of the United States to be affixed.

