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Lesson Title – Reaction to the Emancipation Proclamation
From Karen Cook
Grade - 11
Length of class period – 45 minutes
Inquiry – (What essential question are students answering, what problem are they
solving, or what decision are they making?)
How did citizens react to Abraham Lincoln’s issuance of the Emancipation
Proclamation?
What does this reaction reveal about race, politics and the future of the country beyond
1863?
Objectives (What content and skills do you expect students to learn from this
lesson?)
•
•

Students will compare and contrast primary source accounts.
Students will draw conclusions about the immediate and long-term impact of the
Emancipation Proclamation.

Materials (What primary sources or local resources are the basis for this lesson?) –
(please attach)
Document 1: Reminisces of the Proclamation of Emancipation
“To the Citizens of Norwich” The Morning Bulletin. February 10, 1863.
Document 2:
Turner, Bishop H.M. “Reminisces of the Proclamation of Emancipation. The
AME Review. [Online] Available http://memory.loc.gov/cgibin/query/r?ammem/aaeo:@field(DOCID+@lit(o2356)).

Activities (What will you and your students do during the lesson to promote
learning?)
This lesson would follow an introductory lesson on the Emancipation Proclamation that
included Lincoln’s motives and an analysis of the document.

Begin by asking students to recall the textbook account of the reaction to the
Emancipation Proclamation in 1862 when it was first published and in 1863 when it went
into effect. According to the text/source was this document responsible for freeing the
slaves?
Next, have students read Document 1 and answer the following questions:
Who wrote the document?
What is the purpose of the document?
Who is the author of the document?
When was the document written? Why is this significant?
Where was the author when the Emancipation Proclamation was issued?
How does he describe the reaction of local citizens?
What does this reaction reveal about race, politics and the future of the country beyond
1863?
How accurate do you think this depiction is? What factors did you consider?
Discuss the responses as a class, then distribute Document 2, written on the fiftieth
anniversary of the Emancipation Proclamation. Have students respond to the same set of
questions. To advance the discussion, ask students, “In what ways are the accounts
similar? In what ways are they different? Why?”
To conclude, use a simple graphic organizer to classify the short and long-term impact of
the Emancipation Proclamation. What is the document’s significance today?
Possible Extensions:
1. Examine the historiography of the Emancipation Proclamation using textbooks from
several decades.
2. Assign students perspectives to consider:
Poor Southern Farmer
Planter Elite Southern Woman
Irish laborer in New York City
Civil War Soldier from Connecticut
Jefferson Davis
Confederate Soldier
Northern Abolitionist
Have students write an imagined reaction upon learning of the Emancipation
Proclamation for the first time. Share these as a class.
3. Have students assume the role of famous and local persons and write essays and
reflections on “What the Emancipation Proclamation means to me.”

4. Have students return to this topic when studying 1963 to examine how the political and
social climate of the time influenced reflections on the 100th anniversary of the
Emancipation Proclamation.
Connecticut Grade Level Expectations- Grades 9-12
1.1 Demonstrate an understanding of significant events and themes in United States
History.
1.2 Describe the importance of significant events in local and Connecticut history and
their connection to United States History.
2.1 Access and gather information from a variety of primary and secondary sources.
2.2 Interpret information from a variety of primary and secondary sources.
3.1 Use evidence to identify, analyze and evaluate historical interpretations.

Document 1-transcribed from The Morning Bulletin . February 10, 1863.
TO THE CITIZENS OF NORWICH:
I, James Lloyd Greene, Mayor of the City of Norwich, by and with the consent
and advice of a majority of the members of the Court of Common Council, did,
on the 2nd day of January, 1863, order a salute of one hundred guns to be fired
in honor of the Emancipation Proclamation. On the 2d day of this month, at
the session of the Court of Common Council, I presented a bill of the salute,
and the court voted unanimously an appropriation therfor. On the following
day, five legal voters and tax-payers of the city of Norwich-Theodore
Raymond, Horace Walker, J.W. Stedman, Gilber Osgood, C.C. Brand-whose
pulses never throbbed the quicker at the announcement which made the
hearts of good and noble men leap to their throats with joy, and caused tears of
praise and thanksgiving to spring to many honest eyes- caused an injunction
to be served to the City Treasurer, forbidding him to pay the said
appropriation on the ground that the Common Council had not the legal right
to appropriate monies for the purpose. I have cheerfully submitted to the
injunction, and have willingly paid for the salute out of my own pocket. I did
sincerely wish that my native city would honor herself by giving a salute in
honor of a measure which I am convinced our Father in Heaven must approve;
but it was not to be. And now, upon my soul, I do exult and rejoice that I,
James Lloyd Greene, am the man who ORDERED and PAID for the first
emancipation salute ever fired in the State of Connecticut.
JAS. LLOYD GREENE, Mayor
Below is an accurate copy of the bill:
Norwich, Jan. 2d, 1863
Mr. J. Lloyd Greene To H. Turner & Co.
For firing 100 Guns
Paid for Flannel
Oakum
Powder
Help
Cartage
Making Cartridges
Use of Gun

8 50
12 50
47 50
15 00
1 50
3 00
10 00
-------$98 00

Norwich, Feb 9th, 1863.
Rec’d payment, H. Turner & Co.

Dr.

Document 2- Turner, Bishop H.M. “Reminisces of the Proclamation of Emancipation.
The AME Review.

