TEACHING AMERICAN HISTORY PROJECT

Lesson Title - From Dissent to Union
From Russell T. Hart
Grade – 10
Length of class period – 50 min. class to 80 min. block (variable)
Inquiry – (What essential question are students answering, what problem are
they solving, or what decision are they making?)
Students will determine which items of dissent in the 1787 Pennsylvania
Ratifying Convention were later addressed in the Bill of Rights.
Objectives (What content and skills do you expect students to learn from this
lesson?)
1. Students will read and interpret the points of dissent included in the
Minority Report of the PA Convention in December of 1787.
2. Students will determine which of those points of dissent were later
addressed in the Bill of Rights.
Materials (What primary sources or local resources are the basis for this
lesson?) – (please attach)
Students will be supplied with a copy of "The Dissent of the Minority of the
Convention of Pennsylvania".
Students will be supplied a copy of the Bill of Rights.
Activities (What will you and your students do during the lesson to promote
learning?)
1. Students will be divided into small groups (3-5.)
2. Students will read and discuss the primary source document: The Dissent of
the Minority of the Convention of Pennsylvania.(excerpted)
3. Using their prior knowledge and/or the provided copy of the Bill of Rights,
students will decide which of the 14 points of dissent correspond to one of
the 10 Amendments in the Bill of Rights, labeling it accordingly.
Lesson extension ideas:
a) If students have not yet studied the remaining Amendments, have them list
on paper or suggest orally, what other Amendments should be included.
They will later learn which of their ideas became Amendments (and when.)
b) Have students determine how many Amendments have been ratified during
their lifetimes? Their parent's lifetimes? Their grandparent's lifetimes?
Enabling students to understand the rarity and difficulty of the Amendment
process.
c) Have students predict how many Amendments will occur within their

lifetimes and what the next Amendment will/should be.
How will you assess what student learned during this lesson?
Teacher may either:
1. Collect, correct, return and review assignments individually
2. Review them together collaboratively in class

Connecticut Framework Grade Level Expectations –
- Explain the purpose, structures and functions of government.
- Understand the rights and responsibilities of U.S. citizens
- Interpret information from a variety of primary sources

The Dissent of the Minority of the Convention of
Pennsylvania
December 18, 1787
(excerpts)
Print this Page
... The convention met, and the same disposition was soon manifested in considering the
proposed constitution, that had been exhibited in every other stage of the business. We
were prohibited by an express vote of the convention, from taking any question on the
separate articles of the plan, and reduced to the necessity of adopting or rejecting in toto.
Tis true the majority permitted us to debate on each article, but restrained us from
proposing amendments. They also determined not to permit us to enter on the minutes
our reasons, of dissent against any of the articles, nor even on the final question our
reasons of dissent against the whole. Thus situated we entered on the examination of the
proposed system of government, and found it to be such as we could not adopt, without,
as we conceived, surrendering up your dearest rights. We offered our objections to the
convention, and opposed those parts of the plan, which, in our opinion, would be
injurious to you, in the best manner we were able; and closed our arguments by offering
the following propositions to the convention.
1. The right of conscience shall be held inviolable; and neither the legislative, executive,
nor judicial powers of the United States shall have authority to alter, abrogate, or infringe
any part of the constitution of the several states, which provide for the preservation of
liberty in matters of religion.
2. That in controversies respecting property, and in suits between man and man, trial by
jury shall remain as heretofore, as well in the federal courts, as in those of the several
states.
3. That in all capital and criminal prosecutions, a man has a right to demand the cause
and nature of his accusation, as well in the federal courts, as in those of the several states;
to be heard by himself and his counsel; to be confronted with the accusers and witnesses;
to call for evidence in his favor, and a speedy trial by an impartial jury of his vicinage,
without whose unanimous consent, he cannot be found guilty, nor can he be compelled to
give evidence against himself; and that no man be deprived of his liberty, except by the
law of the land or the judgment of his peers.
4. That excessive bail ought not to be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel nor
unusual punishments inflicted.
5. That warrants unsupported by evidence, whereby any officer or messenger may be
commanded or required to search suspected places, or to seize any person or persons, his

or their property, not particularly described, are grievous and oppressive, and shall not be
granted either by the magistrates of the federal government or others.
6. That the people have a right to the freedom of speech, of writing and publishing their
sentiments, therefore, the freedom of the press shall not be restrained by any law of the
United States.
7. That the people have a right to bear arms for the defense of themselves and their own
state, or the United States, or for the purpose of killing game; and no law shall be passed
for disarming the people or any of them, unless for crimes committed, or real danger of
public injury from individuals; and as standing armies in the time of peace are dangerous
to liberty, they ought not to be kept up; and that the military shall be kept under strict
subordination to and be governed by the civil powers.
8. The inhabitants of the several states shall have liberty to fowl and hunt in seasonable
times, on the lands they hold, and on all other lands in the United States not enclosed, and
in like manner to fish in all navigable waters, and others not private property, without
being restrained therein by any laws to be passed by the legislature of the United States.
9. That no law shall be passed to restrain the legislatures of the several states from
enacting laws for imposing taxes, except imposts and duties on goods imported or
exported, and that no taxes, except imposts and duties upon goods imported and exported,
and postage on letters shall be levied by the authority of Congress.
10. That the house of representatives be properly increased in number; that elections shall
remain free; that the several states shall have power to regulate the elections for senators
and representatives, without being controlled either directly or indirectly by an
interference on the part of the Congress; and that elections of representatives be annual.
11. That the power of organizing, arming, and disciplining the militia (the manner of
disciplining the militia to be prescribed by Congress) remain with the individual states,
and that Congress shall not have authority to call or march any of the militia out of their
own state, without the consent of such state, and for such length of time only as such state
shall agree.
That the sovereignty, freedom, and independency of the several states shall be retained,
and every power, jurisdiction, and right which is not by this constitution expressly
delegated to the United States in Congress assembled.
12. That the legislative, executive, and judicial powers be kept separate; and to this end
that a constitutional council be appointed, to advise and assist the president, who shall be
responsible for the advice they give, hereby the senators would be relieved from almost
constant attendance; and also that the judges be made completely independent.
13. That no treaty which shall be directly opposed to the existing laws of the United
States in Congress assembled shall be valid until such laws shall be repealed, or made

conformable to such treaty; neither shall any treaties be valid which are in contradiction
to the constitution of the United States, or the constitutions of the several states.
14. That the judiciary power of the United States shall be confined to cases affecting
ambassadors, other public ministers and consuls; to cases of admiralty and maritime
jurisdiction; to controversies to which the United States shall be a party; to controversies
between two or more states—between a state and citizens of different states—between
citizens claiming lands under grants of different states; and between a state or the citizens
thereof and foreign states, and in criminal cases, to such only as are expressly enumerated
in the constitution, and that the United States in Congress assembled shall not have power
to enact laws, which shall alter the laws of descents and distribution of the effects of
deceased persons, the titles of lands or goods, or the regulation of contracts in the
individual states. ...

The Bill of Rights
Note: The following text is a transcription of the first ten amendments to the Constitution
in their original form. These amendments were ratified December 15, 1791, and form
what is known as the "Bill of Rights."
Amendment I
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of
the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of
grievances.
Amendment II
A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the
people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.
Amendment III
No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without the consent of the
Owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law.
Amendment IV
The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against
unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but
upon probable cause, supported by Oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the
place to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized.
Amendment V
No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a
presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval
forces, or in the Militia, when in actual service in time of War or public danger; nor shall
any person be subject for the same offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor
shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived
of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall private property be
taken for public use, without just compensation.

Amendment VI
In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial,
by an impartial jury of the State and district wherein the crime shall have been
committed, which district shall have been previously ascertained by law, and to be
informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses
against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have
the Assistance of Counsel for his defence.
Amendment VII
In Suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the
right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury, shall be otherwise reexamined in any Court of the United States, than according to the rules of the common
law.
Amendment VIII
Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual
punishments inflicted.
Amendment IX
The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or
disparage others retained by the people.
Amendment X
The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to
the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people.

